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Girl Matters: A Voice for Hidden Victims
Naïve and vulnerable girls lured by 
slick-talking pimps are drugged, 
beaten and held hostage for sex. 
They are our children, and they 
are the latest casualties of human 
trafficking.  
Ashley, barely 18, pleaded to the 
driver to let her go. Three older 
women, who had taken her from 
the streets, introduced her to 
the man she didn’t realize was a 
pimp. Soon, he was beating her 
and threatening to kill her and 
her family if she didn’t continue 
prostituting in the back seat of 
the car.  Two weeks earlier, she 
had been sitting in English and 
math classes at Hilliard Darby 
High School. She left home after 
graduation to get out on her own 
and the first people she met lured 
her astray.  And just that fast, 
Ashley was trapped in an ugly 
underworld with no clear escape.  
“I wanted out,” she said. “But he 
told me they owned me now.”  
Gone is the girl in the senior-year 
photo with rose-colored skin, 
innocent smile and ambitious eyes. 
What’s left is a pale, anguished 
woman with hardened eyes. Almost 
a year removed from life on the 
streets, Ashley’s body is fragile. But 
what remains of her spirit fends 
off the demons when her mind 





















Nature of the issue 
There is a dearth of information regarding the magnitude of the 
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Legislation is needed that does not criminalize victims for 
their behavior. Alternatives	to	arrest,	detention,	deportation,	or	
incarceration	must	be	a	justice	system	priority	for	these	girls.














Teenage prostitutes: victims, 
not offenders 
When a minor, with few 
visible choices, sells sex at 
the hands of an exploitative 
adult, it is generally a means 
of survival. The term “teenage 
prostitution” also overlooks 
the legal status of minors who 
have greater legal protections 
regarding sexual conduct 
because of their emotional 
and physical immaturity and 
the need to protect them from 
exploitative adults.  Therefore, 
it is important that victims of 
child sexual exploitation are 













































How to identify a 
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